
Provide external 
shading to 

windows and 
buffer planting

Utilise Biophilic 
design principles

Provide spaces 
with strong visual 

connection to 
outside

Consider whole 
lifecycle impacts of 

decisions e.g. 
capital cost vs 
running cost

Will the design 
lead to excessive 

waste (e.g. 
forming curves 

from cut material)

Provide high 
quality pedestrian 

public realm

Simplify window 
design - consider 
window frame to 
glazing ratio and 
installation details

SUDS - Blue roofs, 
landscape 

drainage features 
that support 

wildlife e.g. swales

Choose materials 
appropriate for 

location (consider 
longevity / 

maintenance & local 
sourcing)
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Provide links to 
social amenities 

and support 
existing local 

economy

Create 
'productive' 

landscapes for 
urban food 
production

Create places for 
social interaction

Create a range of 
green spaces 
(green roofs, 

vertical greening, 
pocket parks, 

green corridors)

Encourage 
activity and 

movement e.g. 
feature stairs

Celebrate existing 
natural features. 

Design for wildlife

Work with M&E to 
optimise building 

systems e.g. 
minimise duct routes

Harvest and 
recycle rainwater 

and greywater

Provide and 
prioritise EV 
charging and 

carsharing 
parking spaces

Facilitate 
excellent digital 

connectivity

Encourage 
sustainable travel - 
walking, running, 
cycling - provide 

showers, changing 
and storage
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Good thermal 
envelope - allow 
for deep external 
walls and triple 

glazing

Excellent internal 
environment: air 

quality, acoustics, 
temperature and 

daylighting

Maximise and 
optimise on-site 

renewables

Choose local, low 
embodied 

carbon, natural 
materials

Design spaces 
that are safe and 

secure

Maximise 
openable 

windows and 
cross-ventilation

Design inclusive 
spaces

Create vibrant 
mixed/blended 

use places

Position new 
buildings to avoid 

existing biodiversity 
hot-spots

Sequester carbon 
through building 

with timber

Design a simple 
envelope. 

Maximise form 
factor and avoid 

complex detailing

Design windows for 
good internal 

daylight. Avoid 
large areas of 

'feature glazing' 
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UN SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS

RIBA SUSTAINABLE OUTCOMES

Sustainable 
Water Cycle

Good Health 
and 

Wellbeing

Net Zero 
Operational 

Carbon 
Emissions

Sustainable 
Life Cycle 

Cost

Sustainable 
connectivity 

and transport

Sustainable 
Communities 

and Social 
Value

Net Zero 
Embodied 
Emissions

Sustainable 
land-use and 

ecology

+ Climate 
Change 

Resilience

Design for a 
warmer world and 
extreme weather

Low - Energy 
retrofit of retained 

buildings

Re-use existing 
material or 

recycled material 
(Circular Economy)
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Carry out whole 
life costing 
exercise to 

balance capital vs 
operation cost

Advocate value of 
certification: 
Passivhaus, 

BREEAM, WELL 
etc

Carry out soft 
landings 

graduated to 
handover and 

aftercare

Carry out whole 
life carbon 

analysis according 
to RICS guidance

Carry out 
sustainability 

review at each 
stage

FOLLOW THESE 
PROCESSES 

IFYOUCAN
DO
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THIS IS THE FIRST THING YOU 
SHOULD DO

IF YOU DO ALL THESE THINGS, 
GET IN TOUCH WITH PLUS ZERO!

Re-use existing 
buildings
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